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The gallant LA FA YETTE— the champion of Liberty— 
the friend of America — the associate and confidant of Wash- 
ington—the hero — the patriot — this nobleman of Heaven's 
make, is now among us. His arrival has been greeted with * 

the honours due to genuine greatness. He is every where 
received with a welcome which flows warm from the heart — 
cordial, sincere, enthusiastic. " All tongues speak of him, 
and the bleared sights are spectacled to see him." Even 
prattling infants, with an eager curiosity, inquire, " Who is 
La Fayette ? And what has he done to deserve such distin- 
guished marks of honour ?" To satisfy all inquiries of this * 
nature, whether from the young or old, is the object of the 
following Memoir, which may be relied on as genuine find 
authentic. 

The original name and title of our illustrious guest is Gil- . 
bert Mot^ib, Marquis De La Fayette. He was born 
in France, on the 6th of September, 1757, at Chateau de Cha~ 
vagnac, in the province of Duvergne, now the department 
de la Haute Loire. At the age of seven, he was sent to the 
College of Louis le Grande, at Paris, where he commenced . 
his literary education. The late queen of France, the lovely . 
but ill-fated Antoinette, took him under her immediate pa- 
tronage ; and through her influence, he rose, at a very early 
age, to the rank of a commissioned officer in the Mousquc- 
taires du Roi. In 1774, he saw, loved, and led to the hyme- 
neal altar, the young and interesting Countess Anastasie de 
Noailles, daughter of the Duke of that najne. 

One would not suppose that a gallant young chevalier of \ 

seventeen, with a lovely bride of a still more tender age, blest * 

with a splendid fortune and elevated rank, surrounded by 
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friends and innumerable sources of enjoyment, could be induc- 
ed to abandon all, for the desperate uncertainty of securing a 
greater good to a people of whom he knew nothing, but the fact, 
that they were contending for rights which the hand of op- 
pression had wrested from them. Such, however, was the 
case. His youthful heart beat high for liberty, and he deter- 
mined to make any sacrifice in so righteous a cause. He 
watched attentively the momentous controversy between 
Great Britain and her revolted colonies ; and secretly resolv- 
ed to sei2e the earliest opportunity for assisting the latter. 
This opportunity soon occurred. The colonies sent Commis- 
sioners to France to seek assistance, one of whom was Dr. 
Franklin, to whom the young Marquis made known his reso- 
lution of taking part in the contest. His offer was gladly ac- 
cepted. " v " • 

In a short *time, however, such disastrous accounts of our 
affairs were reported in Europe, as almost induced every one 
to consider the cause as hopeless ; and even Franklin felt him- 
self bound in honour to dissuade the young hero from, his con- 
templated enterprise. But La Fayette remained inflexible. 
*' The more hopeless your cause," said he, " the more occa- 
sion is there for my assistance, and the more honour shall I 
acquire by bestowing it." Franklin replied, " that the credit 
of America was aow so low in Europe, that the commission- 
ers could not procure a vessel to convey the Marquis across the 
Atlantic, nor even to send home a despatch." " Since that 
be the case," exclaimed the noble enthusiast, " I will pur- 
chase and equip one myself, and will be the bearer of your 
despatches to Congress." 

The young Marchioness was almost distracted at the idea 
• of being separated from a husband whom she so tenderly 
loved. But in order to quiet her alarms, he represented the 
affair in the most favourable light ; and finally left her under 
the impression, that he was merely despatched on a secret 
mission, from which he should immediately return ; and 
avoided the pain of a formal parting, by sailing several days 
previous to the period fixed for his departure. The French 
government made a feint of attempting to prevent the execu- 
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tion of his project ; but as they secretly favoured the scheme, 
the Marquis was not much troubled on this score. They 
carried the joke so far, however, to gratify the English am- 
bassadors, as to despatch vessels to the West Indies, to inter- 
cept the Marquis, in case he should take that route. But not- 
withstanding all their apparent vigilance, the young adven- 
turer arrived safely in America, on the 19th of April, 1777. 
Colonel Huger, a name not altogether unknown to fame 
in the annals of the American Revolution, was a citizen of 
Charleston, S. C, and usually passed a part of every year on 
Sullivan's Island, below that city, for the benefit of sea-bath- 
ing. On one tempestuous evening, he was seated with his 
family, conversing on the occurrences of the war, when they 
were all suddenly thrown into a state of alarm by the firing of 
cannon, apparently at no great distance. The first idea that 
occurred to every imagination was, (naturally enough in those 
perilous times,) " the British have come." The firing ceas- 
ed, the storm continued, and another hour passed away with- 
out affording any relief to the suspense of this amiable fami- 
ly; when, suddenly, a violent knocking at their cottage 
door, gave a new excitement to their awakened apprehen- 
sions: The door was reluctantly opened, when two strangers, 
an old man and a young one, presented themselves, and soli- 
cited shelter from the rain. Their ship, they said, had run 
ashore, for the want of a skilful pilot, and after firing guns 
of distress, the crew had dispersed themselves over the island 
in search of succour and relief. These strangers proved to 
be the Marquis La Fayette, and his friend and tutor, the 
Chevelier de St. Louis, who, like the Mentor of Telemachus. " 
had accompanied the youthful hero in his search of glory. 
Early the next morning, Colonel Huger set out with his . 
guests on their joucney to Philadelphia, where Congress was 
then in session, to whom he delivered the despatches whicji 
he had brought from 'our Commissioners in Paris. In ad- 
dressing the assemblage of patriots, he said, " I am come to 
<< request two favours of this house : the one is, to serve in 
" your army in the capacity of a private volunteer ; the other, 
"to receive no pay." He was immediately received intp 
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{ha military family of the Commander-in-Chief, where a 
strong mutual attachment was contracted, and h4 was often 
called the adopted son of Washington. 
. On the 31st of July, in the same summer, Congress resolv- 
ed, that, " Whereat the Marquis de La Fayette, out of his 
great seal to the cause of liberty in which the United State? 
are engaged, has left his family and connexions, and at his 
own expense, come over to offer his services to the United 
States, without pension or particular allowance, and is anxious 
to risk his life in our cause — " Resolved, that his service be 
accepted, and that in consideration of his zeal, illustrious fa- 
mily, and connexions, he have the rank and commission of 
Major-general in the army of the United States/' 

Notwithstanding this flattering act of Congress, La Fayette 
WOulA not, as yet, aee^frt any commission, nor receive any 
pay ; but, in reply to the solicitations of his friend Washing- 
tap, the young Marquis modestly answered, " That he was 
" not as. y$t eapable of discharging the duties of such a post ; 
"that he must begin by being instructed himself, and by 
*' learning to obey, before he took upon himself to command." 

Understanding the embarrassments of Washington, with 
regard to supplying the army with the requisite munitions, 
this noble, youth immediately gave him 60,000 francs, to 
procure necessary supplies. Our beloved Washington was 
so much affected with this generous action, that he embraced 
Jj9l Fayette with tears of joy and affection. 

At the battle of Brandy wine, on the 11th of September, in 
tbp same year, the Marquis exhibited full proof of his un- 
daunted bravely, and military character. After an obstinate 
and bloody contest, the Americans were compelled to retreat ; 
and JLa Fayette received a severe wound in his leg, which 
affects his walk to this day. 

Impatient to be again in the field, La Fayette would not 
wait until his wound was healed, but proceeded to join Ge- 
neral Greene, in New-Jersey ; and then, in conjunction with 
Colonel Butler, with a handful of men, advanced to recon- 
noitre the enemy's position. In performing this service, 
they fell in with about 300 English and Hessian regular 
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troops, over whom they obtained 21 complete victory. The 
conduct of the Marquis, on this occasion, was such as to ex-* 
cite the admiration of Greene, increase the affection of Wash* 
ington, and insure the favour of Congress. He soon found 
himself at the head of 2000 young men, the flower of the 
American army, whom he formed, clothed, armed, equipped, 
and disciplined himself. 

In May, 1778, he crossed the Schuylkill, and took post 
about twelve miles in front of our army, at Valley Fosge*. 
A quaker in whose house he was to lodge, sent information' 
to the enemy, who formed an instantaneous design of sdrpris* 
ing him. General Gray, on the night of the 19th of May* 
marched with seven thousand men, and by a skilful move* 
ment got into the Marquis' tear, while another detachment 
was advancing to his front. The Marquis fortunately gained 
intelligence of their approach, and by a prompt decision efr 
fected hi* retreat and re-crossed the river in season to defeat 
the design of the enemy. Had they succeeded, it must not 
only have proved fatal to the Marquis and bis detachment, but 
placed the remainder of our army in a situation of extreme 
hazard. 

♦ In the mean time, affairs had assumed a nerf and premising 
aspect in France. The news of the capture of Biifcgoyne, 
with his entire army, had produced a wonderful revolution in* 
the opinion of the French Government, who now began to 
think it proper to aid a cause which no longer appeared hope* 
less. A treaty of alliance, amity, and commerce, was accord- 
ingly concluded at Paris, <ta the 6th of February, 1778, be* 
tween the French Minister, Count de Vergenhes, and t£e 
American Commissioners. When this fact was ascertained 
in America, La Fayette, in a transport of joy, mingled with 
tears, threw his arms around Washington, exclaiming, " The 
" king, my master, has acknowledged your independence* 
" and entered into an alliance with you for its establishment" 
The stream of joy rushed like an impetuous torrent through 
the whole country, the news being received every where 
with an exultation that beggars description. 
January, 1779, the Marquis embarked at Boston, on a vOy- 
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age to France, to embrace his adored wife, and to solicit assist- 
ance for the new republic, from the government of his native 
country. He returned in May, 1 780, bringing the joyful intel- 
ligence that a French fleet and army would soon arrive on our 
coast Through his great zeal for the cause of the U. States, he 
exerted his influence with his government, no longer fearful 
of giving offence to the English, to afford money and troops 
and other important succours. He was soon put at the head of 
a select corps of light infantry for the service of the campaign. 
This afforded him a new opportunity for the display of his 
munificence. He presented to every officer under his com- 
mand an elegant sword, and his soldiers were clothed in uni- 
form principally at his expense. He infused into this corps a 
spirit of pride and emulation, viewing it as one formed and 
modeled according to his own wishes, and as deserving his 
highest confidence. They were the pride of his heart, and 
he the idol of their regard ; constantly panting for an oppor- 
tunity of accomplishing some signal achievement worthy of 
his and their character. This corps was pronounced equal to 
any that could be produced in any country. 

In December, 1780, he marched with one thousand two 
hundred light infantry for Virginia, to counteract the devasta-* 
tions of Arnold and Phillips. He made a forced march of 
two hundred miles, and prevented General Phillips' possess- 
ing himself of Richmond, and secured the stores of that place. 
At one period there was not a single pair of shoes in his whole 
command, and such was his zeal and generous spirit, and such 
the confidence and respect of the people, that he was enabled 
to borrow of the merchants of Baltimore two thousand gui- 
neas on his own credit, with which he purchased shoes and 
other necessary articles for his troops. The Marquis was em- 
ployed in watching the motions of Lord Cornwallis in Virgi- 
nia, with an inferior force. In this arduous duty he displayed 
the judgment, skill, and prudence of a veteran, with the ar- 
dour of youth. In a skirmish near Jamestown, not a man in 
the whole detachment was more exposed, and one of his hor- 
ses was killed. ' ' 

Lord Cornwallis having encamped near Jamestown, the 
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Marquis La Fayette sent General Wayne with the Pennsyl- 
vania troops to take their station within a small distance of 
the British army and watch their motions. The two advanc- 
ed parties were soon engaged, and General Wayne drove that 
of the enemy back to^heir lines, and without stopping there, 
attacked the whole British army, drawn up in order of battle 
and charged them with bayonets. The action was extk-emely 
severe for Jhe little time it lasted, but the disproportion of 
numbers was so great that the enemy was on the point of sur- 
rounding our troops, when the Marquis arrived in person, 
just time enough to order a retreat, by which they were res- 
cued from their hazardous situation, after suffering considera- 
ble loss. 

General Henry Lee, in his Memoirs of the War inthe South- 
ern States, eulogizes the character and conduct of La Fay- 
ette, when compelled to fly before the British commander, in 
the following language. 

" In this period of gloom, of disorder, and of peril, La Fay- 
ette was collected and undismayed. With zeal, with courage, 
and with sagacity, he discharged his arduous duties; and 
throughout his difficult retreat was never brought even to ar- 
ray but once in order for battle. — Invigorating our councils by 
' his precepts ; dispelling our despondency by his example; 
and encouraging his troops to submit to their many privations, 
by the cheerfulness with which he participated in their wants ; 
he imparted the energy of his own mind to the country, and 
infused his high-toned spirit into the army." 

Great encomiums were passed on the Marquis for his hu- 
manity and goodness in visiting and administering to the re- 
lief of the wounded soldiers. Lord Cornwallis having receiv- 
ed a reinforcement, was so confident of success against his 
young antagonist, that he imprudently said in a letter which 
was intercepted, " the boy cannot escape me" He jAqpned 
the surprise of the Marquis while on the same side of James 
river with himself, but in this he was baffled by means of a 
spy, whom the Marquis sent into the enemy 's camp to ob- 
tain some necessary intelligence. A combination of talents 
and skill defeated all the energies of physical power. Dqr- 

• . ' 2 
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ing the siege of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, the Marquis 
was among the most active and intrepid of the general officers, 
and he commanded a detachment of our light infantry, which 
successfully assaulted the British redoubt on the right of our 
lines. Previous to his departure from Yorktown, he issued 
his last orders to his favourite corps of infantry, in which are 
contained the following expressions : — 

" In the moment the major general leaves this place, he 
wishes once more to express his gratitude to the brave corps 
of light infantry, who for nine months past, have been the 
companions of his fortunes. He will never forget that with 
them alone, of regular troops, he had the good fortune to ma- 
noeuvre before an army which after all its reductions is still 
six times superior to the regular force he had at that time." 

The Marquis now perceiving that the mighty contest for 
American Independence, in which he had been so nobly en- 
gaged, was near its completion, was about to return with the 
well earned laurels on his brow to his king and country. Con- 
gress resolved, November 23d, 1781, " that Major General the 
Marquis de la Fayette be informed, that on a review of his 
conduct through the last campaign, and particularly during the 
period in which he had the chief command in Virginia, the 
many new proofs which present themselves of his zealous at- 
tachment to the cause he has espoused, and of his judgment, 
vigilance, gallantry, and address in its defence, have greatly 
added to the high opinion entertained by Congress of his me- 
rit and military talents." During his military career in Ame- 
rica, the Marquis displayed that patriotism, integrity, huma- 
nity, and every other virtue, which characterize real greatness 
of soul. His manners being easy, affable, and engaging, he 
was particularly endeared to the officers and soldiers under his 
command ; they admired, loved, and revered him as their 
guid* and support when in peril, and their warmest friend 
when in perplexity and trouble. The most affectionate at- 
tachment subsisted between him and the illustrious Chief un- 
der whose banners it was his delight to serve, and whose lan- 
guage was, " this nobleman unites to all the military fire of 
youth, an uncommon maturity of judgment." 
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His very soul burned with the spirit of enterprise, and he 
manifested a disinterestedness and devotion to the cause of 
freedom, ever to be admired and applauded by a grateful peo- 
ple. He ever discovered, both in design and execution, those 
traits of genius, and that intuitive knowledge of tactics, which 
designate the great man, and the successful warrior. The 
people of the United States are fully apprized of their high 
obligations to him, and their history will transmit the name of 
La Fayette, with grateful acknowledgments, to the latest pos- 
terity. It is gratifying to learn that Congress .granted him a 
valuable tract of land, as a compensation in part for his disin- 
terested patriotism and important services. 

When in December, 1784, the Marquis was about to take 
his final departure from America, Congress appointed a com- 
mittee, consisting of one member from each state, to receive 
him ; and in the name of Congress to take leave of him in such 
manner as might strongly manifest their esteem and regard 
for him. That they be instructed to assure him, that Congress 
continue to entertain the same high sense of his abilities and 
zeal to promote the welfare of America, both here and in Eu- 
rope, which they* have frequently expressed and manifested 
on former occasions. That the' United States regard him with 
particular affection, and will not cease to feel an interest in 
whatever may concern his honor and prosperity, and that their 
best and kindest wishes will always attend him. Congress 
resolved, also, that a letter be written to his Most Christian . 
Majesty,. expressive of the high sense which the United States, 
in Congress assembled, entertain of the zeal, talents, and me- 
ritorious services of the Marquis de La Fayette, and recom- 
mending him to the favour and patronage of his Majesty. The 
Marquis made a very respectful and affectionate reply, in 
which he expressed the lively feelings of a heart devoted to 
the welfare of our rising empire, and gratefully acknowledg- 
ed that at a time when an inexperienced youth, he was favour- 
ed with his respected friend's paternal adoption. He thus 
concludes his address : " May this imirfense temple of free- 
dom ever stand as a lesson to oppressors, an example to the 
oppressed, a sanctuary for the rights of mankind ; and may 
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these happy United States attain that complete splendour and 
prosperity which will illustrate the blessings of their govern- 
ment, and for ages to come rejoice the departed souls of its 
founders. Never can Congress oblige me so much as when 
they put it in my power in every part of the world to theft 
latest day of my life, to gratify the attachment which will ever 
rank me among the most zealous and respectful servants of 
the United States." 

NOTES. 

Commissioners were, about May, 1778, sent over from 
England to make overtures of accommodation to the Ameri- 
can Congress; which overtures were promptly rejected by 
that band of patriots on the 17th of June. Lord Carlisle 
was the principal of these commissioners ; and the insulting 
tone of some-of his despatches so exasperated our gallant young 
Marquis, that he. invited the Englishman to meet him in a 
personal rencontre, leaving to his Lordship the choice of arms. 
The English commissioners held a serious consultation on the 
propriety of accepting or rejecting this challenge ; and it was 
finally agreed that Lord Carlisle could not, as commissioner* 
accept it, although it was acknowledged that the Marquis wa# 
called upon to send it. It was accordingly refused. 

It is well known, that the advance guard, at the battle of 
Monmouth, was put under the command of La Fayette, be- 
cause General Lee had refused to accompany it. On a little 
reflection, however, Lee felt apprehensive that his military 
character might suffer in consequence of this arrangement ; 
he therefore entreated General Washington still to confide it 
to his charge ; a request which his Excellency at first refused, 
with some well-merited reproaches. After much entreaty, 
however, he was at length prevailed upon, to grant Lee two 
brigades, with orders to join the Marquis; and as Lee was 
the senior officer, he had the entire command. This was an 
unfortunate indulgence on the part of Washington ; for Lee's 
unmilitary conduct, on this occasion, prevented a most splen- 
did victory. Had La Fayette retained the command, the re-» 
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suit would doubtless have proved far more glorious to the 
American arms, and still more disastrous to the vanquished 
enemy. 

All who are conversant with the history of the revolution- 
ary war, recollect the circumstances attending the arrival of 
Count jl'Estaing, with a French fleet. A violent storm alone 
prevented a general naval engagement between the French 
and English near Rhode-Island, when the former bent its 
course towards Boston to undergo repairs. Generals La Fay- 
ette and Greene, however, went on board the Admiral's ship 
to entreat him to prosecute his attack, and to support them in 
their ulterior operations. This request was refused, and the 
French fleet proceeded to Boston. The affairs of the Ameri- 
can army in Rhode-Island now became so critical, that the 
Marquis de La Fayette was advised to repair to Boston, to 
solicit the speedy return of the squadron. He immediately 
mounted his horse, and such was his zeal and diligence, that 
he rode from Rhode-Island to Boston, a distance of 70 miles, 
in 7 hours, called on the Count, and left no means untried to 
induce him to return immediately. The French Admiral, 
after a long conference with the Marquis, and the officers of 
his squadron, who absolutely refused to depart from their ori- 
ginal resolution, was obliged, a second time, to the great mor- 
tification of La Fayette, to give a negative answer to this just 
and reasonable request He offered him, however, such land 
forces as he had on board, to co-operate with the American 
army against Rhode Island. 

In the mean time, a battle took place in Rhode Island, in 
which the British were routed with the loss of between two 
and three hundred men. Towards midnight, La Fayette ar- 
rived from Boston, having been but six hours and a half on 
the way, eager, as he said himself, to share the honours of 
the battle ; and nothing could exceed his disappointment and 
chagrin, when he found that the engagement had taken place 
on the evening before his arrival. 

The American army was now leaving Rhode Island, in con- 
sequence of Howe's fleet appearing on the coast with General 
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Clinton and 4,000 men on board. La Payette immediately * 
took the command of the rear, and exerted himself to animate 
the troops who were destined to cover the retreat. This was 
accomplished with so much coolness, courage, and address, 
that not a single man was lost. By this success, he obtained 
the thanks of Congress, expressed through the medium of the 
President ; and the details of this masterly retreat were re- 
corded at large in the public registers. The resolution of Con-* 
gress was to this effect : 

" Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Marquis de La Fayette, that Congress have a proper sense of 
the sacrifice he made of his personal reelings, in repairing to 
Boston to promote the interest of the States, at a time when 
he momentarily expected an opportunity of distinguishing 
himself in the field ; and that the bravery which he displayed 
on his return to Rhode Island, when the greater part of the 
army had already effected its retreat, together with the ability 
with which he withdrew the picquets and advanced posts, 
merits the unqualified approbation of this assembly ." 

This resolution was accompanied by the following letter 
from Mr. Henry Laurens, President of the Congress, to the 
Marquis de La Fayette, Major General in the United Statc^JI 
army : ^^ 

" Philadelphia, 13M Sept. 1778. 

"SlH, 

" I feel a peculiar pleasure in fulfilling the instructions im- 
plied by a resolution of Congress, passed on the 9th inst. and 
herewith enclosed, expressing the sentiments of the Represen- 
tatives of the United States, with regard to your conduct dur- 
ing the recent expedition, undertaken against Rhode Island. 

" You will but render, sir, an act of justice to Congress, 
by regarding this testimonial as a tribute of respect and grati- 
tude, offered by a free people to one who has rendered them 
essential services. I have the honour, &c. 

The following is the Marquis's reply : — 

" Head Quarters, 23d Sept. 1778. 
" Sir, 

u I have this instant received the letter which you did me 
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the favour to write, under date of the 13th instant, in which 
you inform me of the honour which Congress has deemed fit 
to confer on me, by its very flattering Resolution. Proud- as 
I am of such distinguishing approbation, I am not the less, 
grateful to find that my efforts have been, in a measure, re* 
garded as useful to a cause in which I have taken so deep and 
so lively an intercut. Be pleased, sir, to present to Congress 
my unfeigned and heartfelt thanks, accompanied with the as- 
surances of my sincere attachment, the only homage which is 
worthy of being offered to the representatives of a free peo- 
ple. 

"From the moment I first heard the name of America, I 
began to love her ; from the moment I understood that she was 
struggling for her liberties, I burned to shed my best blood in 
her glorious cause ; and the days I shall devote to the service 
of America, wherever and whenever it may be, will consti- 
tute the happiest of my life. Yet I never so ardently desir- 
ed, as I do now, to deserve the generous sentiments with 
which these States and their representatives have honoured 
me : and the flattering confidence which they have so freely 
reposed in me,' has filled my breast with the most lively grati- 
tude, and the most lasting affection." 



phtud 



At the breaking out of the French Revolution, La Fayette 
took sides in the cause of Freedom ; always, however, opposing 
violent, lawless, and sanguinary measures. He was elected 
a member of the States General, in 1789, and was made Pre- 
sident of that Assembly, and Commandant of the National 
Guards. But in 1791, the tide began to turn against him : 
he was too moderate for those furioustimes ; the National As- 
sembly suspected him ; his soldiers became disaffected towards 
him ; and his life was attempted by a ruffian. He resigned 
his command at the adoption of the French Constitution. In 
1792, he was called again into service ; but on the memora- 
ble 10th of August of that year, when the royal family fled 
to the National Assembly for safety, he opposed the fury of 
the mob, was deprived of command, and obliged to fly his 
country for safety. A price was set upon his head. He was 
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arrested in Germany by the Duke of Saxe Teschen, and was 
about to be hanged, when the King of Prussia interfered, and 
changed the sentence to confinement in the dungeon of Mag- 
deburg, where he languished a year. At the end of that time 
the Emperor of Austria claimed and took him, and threw him 
into the prison of Olmutz, in chains. His wife and two daugh- 
ters, (Virginia and Carolina,) went to prison with him. His 
estate was confiscated. General Washington endeavoured to 
procure his liberation, and supplied him from his own purse. 
After being two years in the prison of Olmutz, a Dr. Bollman, 
a Hanoverian, and a young American, by the name of Fran- 
cis K. Htiger, formed the plan of liberating him. He was li- 
berated, but had not travelled more than ten miles before he 
was suspected, and finally re-taken, and re-conducted to pri- 
son. Huger was also taken and imprisoned, and Bollman 
voluntarily surrendered himself, to share the fate of his com- 
panion. These two were tried, but by good management 
came off with only a week's imprisonment. La Fayette, 
however, was kept confined > until 1797, when he was releas- 
ed by the request of Buonaparte. • His health was much im- 
paired, and his hair all came out. The health of bis wife and 
daughters was almost destroyed. Declining the offer of Buo-f _^ 
naparte's protection, he retired to Hamburgh, where he MnB| 
mained until after the overthrow of the French Directory. 
He then returned to France and lived upon his estate. Upon 
Buonaparte's first abdication, he was elected a Deputy, in 
which situation he continued until the final restoration of the 
• Bourbons, when he once more retired to private life. He 
was, however, again elected to the Chamber of Deputies, in 
opposition to the influence of the ministry ; but at the last 
election, his enemies succeeded in defeating him ; and he is 
now a private, untitled citizen, at liberty to indulge his incli- 
nation in rc-visiting this land of freedom, endeared to him by 
so many sacrifices and associations, and whose sons are so 
ready to receive their early friend and protector, and to pour 
forth their overflowing hearts of gratitude and welcome. 
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LA FAYETTE'S RETURN. 

Apteb an absence of near forty years, the illustrious sub- 
ject of this brief memoir, in a private letter to his friend 
Colonel Willet, of New- York, expressed his intention of once 
more visiting this beloved country. This letter was publish* 
ed in the newspapers, and every heart beat high with joyful 
anticipation. Congress, by an unanimous vote, gave the hero f 
a formal invitation, and a national ship of the line was offered , 
to convey him across the Atlantic. This honour, however, 
he declined ; and, on the 10th of July, 1824, embarked, at 
Havre, in the ship Cadmus y Captain Allyn, knd arrived' in 
safety at Fort La Fayette, in the harbour of New- York, on 
Sunday last, August 15. On learning this fact, the Vice- 
President of the United States, who resides at Castleton, on 
Staten Island, immediately made arrangements for receiving 
the illustrious guest at his own house, where he passed that 
day, and the following night. 

In the mean time) the city of New-York was the scene of 
much joyflil excitement. Deputations from tite Corporation, 
together with hundreds of citizens, waited on him on Sun- 
day ; and early on Monday morning, a scene commenced 
which will long remain in the memories of all our citizens. 

At an early hour the whole city was in a bustle, almost 
every man, woman, and child being engaged in preparing to 
witness the landing of our much respected guest. Between 
nine and ten o'clock, there was a general shutting up of shops, 
stores, and counting-houses, and all business was suspended 
for the day. The ringing of bells, the roar of cannon, and 
the display of the national flag at all the public places, and on 
board the shipping, proclaimed that it was a day of joy in 
which all were anxious to partake. Before 12 o'clock, the 
Battery, the adjoining wharves, and every place commanding 
a view of the passage from Staten Island, were crowded to 
excess. It was computed that between 40 and 50,000 per- 
sons, including the ttoops, were upon the Battery, which was 
filled to overflowing. This elegant promenade, since its en- 
largement, is supposed to be capable of holding nearly the 
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whole population of the city, but a wide space, of a large por- 
tion of the front, was occupied by the brigade of Artillery, 
and other troops. The Castle Garden, and its gallery, were 
alike crowded. 

Between 10 and 11 o'clock, the steam ship Robert Fuiton, 
manned with about 200 United States' seamen, and decorated 
with the flags of every nation, sailed for Staten Island. - She 
was preceded by the steam boat Chancellor Livingston, and 
followed by the Oliver Ellsworth, Connecticut, Nautilus, 
JBellona, and others, all crowded with passengers, decorated 
with flags, and enlivened by bands of music. 
. The Committee of Arrangements of the Corppration, the 
Generals and other officers of the United States Army, the 
officers of the Navy, the Major-generals and the Brigadier- 
generals of the Militia, the President of the Chamber, of 
Commerce, the Committee from the Society of Cincinnati, 
proceeded in the Chancellor Livingston, which exhibited on- 
ly the flags of the United States and the State of New-York. 

About one o'clock, General La Fayette embarked at Staten 
Island on board the. .CJb&Tu&lhm Livingston; This was an- 
nounced by a salute from Fort La Fayette, and from the steam 
ship Robert Fulton. The procession then moved for the 
eity, and as they approached, it presented one of the most 
beautiful and interesting scenes ever witnessed. The Robert 
Fulton led the van, and was followed by the Chancellor 
Livingston, escorted by four other elegant steam boats, all 
decorated in the gayest manner. But what added much to 
the effect, was the ship Cadmus, (in which the General came 
passenger,) which followed in the rear, towed by two steam 
boats, and, beautifully ornamented with colours, as if proud of 
the service she had performed. These were followed . by 
myriads of smaller vessels, and boats filled with passengers— 
the whole exhibiting perhaps as elegant an aquatic view as 
was ever displayed. Salutes were fired from the Forts at the 
Islands as the General passed. 

About two o'clock the General landed at the Battery, where 
he was received by a salute from the troops, and the huzzas, 
and hearty and long continued cheers of the immense throng 
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^vhich had assembled there to welcome him to our shores. 
It is impossible to describe the enthusiasm of joy that was 
expressed with great sincerity by the multitude. Here the 
General had a fair specimen of the affection and respect that 
is felt for him by every individual to the remotest extremities 
of our extended country. The General was moved by these 
expressions of attachment — he bowed almost continually to 
the people* 

After resting about twenty minutes in the Castle Garden, 
he proceeded in an elegant Barouche and four, through Broad- 
way to the City-Hall, accompanied by General Morton, and 
escorted by. the dragoons and troops. The doors, windows, . 
balconies, and even the roofs of the houses, on this route, 
were filled with ladies, all welcoming the General as he pass- 
ed, by their smiles, and waving their handkerchiefs. 

It was near four o'clock before the General arrived at the 
City-Hall, where he was received by the Mayor and Common 
Council , and formally welcomed and congratulated on his safe 
arrival in the country which he had so eminently aided in 
placing in the happy, tree, anth pi ospero ttg- state in which he 
how finds it. The members rose on his entrance, and he was 
presented by Alderman Zabriskie, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee, to the Mayor, who addressed him as follows : — 

"General — In the name of the municipal authority of the 
eity, I bid you a sincere welcome to the shores of a country, 
of whose freedom and happiness you will ever be considered 
one of the most honoured and beloved founders. 

" Your only contemporaries in arms, of whom indeed but few 
remain, have not forgotten, and their posterity will never 
forget, the young and gallant Frenchman? who consecrated 
his youth, his talents, his fortune, and his exertions, to their 
cause — who exposed his life — who shed his blood, that tihey 
might become free and happy. They will recollect with pro- 
found emotions, so long as they remain worthy of the liber- 
ties they enjpy, and of the exertions you made to obtain them, 
. that you came to them in the darkest period of their struggle 
— that you linked your fortune with theirs when it seemed 
almost hopeless — that you shared in the dangers, privations, 
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and sufferings of that bitter straggle, nor quitted them for a 
moment, till it was consummated on the glorious field of 
Yorktown. Half a century has elapsed since that great event, 
and in that time your name has been as dear to the friends, 
as inseparably connected with the cause of freedom, in the 
old, as in the new world. 

" The people of the United States look up to you as to <m& 
of their most honoured parents — the country cherishes you 
afr one of the most beloved of her sons. I hope and trusty Sfcr, 
that not only the present, but future conduct of my country- 
men, to the latest period of time, will, among other sfondeis, 
refute the unjust imputation, that republics are always ungrate- 
ful to their benefactors. 

u In behalf of my fellow citizens of New-York, and speaking 
the warm and universal sentiments of the whole people of 
the United States, I repeat their welcome to our common 
country. 

"Permit me to add,- that the moment of my life to which I 
shall look back with the greatest pleasure and pride, will be 
that in whisk* it fcii-4»- mj l u t to by an organ for expressing, 
however feebly, a nation's gratitude." 

To which the General made the following reply :— 

u Sir — While I am so affectionately received by the citizens 
of New-York, and their worthy representatives, I feel myself 
overwhelmed with inexpressible emotions. The sight of th£ 
American shore, after so long an absence ; the recollection of 
the many respected friends and dear companions, no more to 
be found on this land ; the pleasure to recognise those who 
have survived ; this immense concourse of a free republican 
population who so kindly welcome me ; t%e admirable appear- 
ance of the troops ; the presence of a corps of the national 
navy, have excited sentiments to which no human language 
can be adequate. You have been pleased,' Sir, to allude to 
the happiest times, the unalloyed enjoyments of my public 
life. It is the pride of my heart to have been one of the ear* 
liest adopted sons of America : I am proud also to add, that 
upwards of forty years ago, I have been particularly honoured 
with the freedom of this city. I beg you, Mr. Mayor, I beg 
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you> Gentlemen, to accept yourselves, and to transmit to the 
citizen* of New- York, the homage of my profound and ever- 
lasting gratitude, devotion, and respect." 

The General was then-introdtreed to the different Members 
of the Common Council, individually ; and immediately pro- 
ceeded to the platform in front of the City -Ball, to receive the 
marehing salute. 

After tecfeiving the inarching salute of the troops, in front 
of the City-Hall, the General was conducted to his apartments 
at the City-Hotel, where the members of the Coloration 
dined with him. .. 

In the evening the front of the City -Hotel, (the residence 
of the General) and several other buildings, were handsome- 
ly illuminated. The theatres, public gardens, &c. displayed 
transparencies, fire-works and rockets, in honour of the oc- 
casion, and the evening passed off with great hilarity. Wfc 
did not hear of a single accident to mar the pleasures 6f tfce 
day. 

The day was remarkably fine for the occasion, atid the dis- 
play Of the tfioops WarnnnsttaH^ b r ilKaui t. - - 

On Tuesday, between the hours of 12 and 2, the Genefal 
received the visits and congratulations of his fellow citizens art; 
the Governor's room, in the City Hall. The crowd was im- 
mense, and many gray hairs, and old soldiers of the involu- 
tion, were seen making their way to the General. Thefe wis 
no order of people, no privileged communities — Mechanics 
in their shirtsleeves, labourers, generals, and judges, clergy- 
men, and all classes, pressed forward to take him by the hand. 

On Wednesday, he visited the Navy-Yard, in the steam- 
boat James Kent, with the committee of the Corporation, 
and other gentlemen, and was received with appropriate 
honours. The Grampus, in the North River, fired a salute, 
and the Constellation frigate followed with 21 guns. The 
steam frigate, the ships of the line, and the whole naval ar- 
rangements afforded the highest gratification to the General as 
thdy cfeveloped the rising glory and strength of the nation. 
Refreshments were provided on board the Washington 74, 
and all the naval officers on th6 station were present. 
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At 12 o'clock he was escorted to the rooms of the Histori- 
cal Society, having been unanimously elected a member. 

Doctor Hosack, the President of the Society, addressed the 
General in the following manner :■■— 

" General La Fayette — In compliance with the unanimous 
resolutions of the New-York Historical Society, I have the 
gratification to announce to you your election as an honorary 
member of this institution, and to present to you at copy of 
their transactions. 

"In announcing to you the resolutions of this^societyjper- 
mit me to observe, that it was the exclusive object in the for- 
mation of this institution to collect, preserve, and record the 
materials appertaining to the history of our state and coun- 
try. 

"Among these, none have been so precious as those relating 
to the revolution, in which you bore a memorable and distin- 
guished part, and to whom, under Providence, our country is 
signally indebted for its independence, and the prosperity and 
success that have followed in its train. 

"In the name of this ^irgtitr^n^j T " 1 — te«der to -yocrtiieif 
congratulations upon your safe arrival,' which affords you the 
opportunity to witness the happy condition of that country in 
whose behalf the sword of your youth was drawn, and person- 
ally to bear your testimony to the blessings which have fol- 
lowed the achievements that have been accomplished by the 
united efforts of a Washington, and his illustrious companion 
in arms. General, my bosom glows at the associations which 
these events bring to our recollections, and every heart in this 
assembly throbs with inexpressible emotions at the sight of 
the hero who this day enters their hall, and confers a lasting 
honour upon the sittings of this Society. 

" Long, long, Sir, may you live to enjoy the homage so just- 
ly due, and spontaneously offered from the hearts of a free and 
grateful people, for the services you have rendered to this 
nation) to the world, to liberty, and to the ever memorable 
establishment of the only example on earth — a pure Unmix- 
ed republican form of government. 

"The same historic page that records these events, will also 



^ ©i^itized 



t 






23 

inscribe in golden capitals the immortal names of WASH- 
INGTON and LA FAYETTE." 

General La Fayette thereupon rose and replied as follows : — 

" Sir — With the most lively gratitude I receive the honour 
which the Historical Society of New- York have conferred by 
electing me one of their members. 

"Permit me also thankfully to acknowledge the flattering 
manner in which you are pleased to announce this mark of 
their benevolence. 

" The United States, Sir, are the first nation on the records 
of history, who have founded their constitution upon an ho- 
nest investigation, and clear definition of their natural and so- 
cial rights. 

"Nor can we doubt, but that notwithstanding the combina- 
tions made elsewhere by despotism and aristocracy against 
those sacred rights of mankind, immense majorities, in other 
countries, shall not in vain observe the happiness and prospe- 
rity of a free, virtuous j and enlightened people/' 

The President of the Society next addressed M. George 
Washington La* Fayet te «ta foll « wo -» — — . - 

" George Washington La Fayette — In accordance with 
the resolution of the New-York Historical Society, I have 
also the honour to present you a similar evidence of member- 
ship with that conferred upon your illustrious sire. 

" May you, Sir, emulate his talents and his virtues ; and may 
the same undaunted spirit which led him to offer his life at 
the altar of freedom, animate the bosom of the son in the same 
glorious cause." 

To this the following reply was made :— 

" Sir — I cannot find words adequate to the feelings which 
I experience at this moment. 

"Permit me to beg of you to present to the memliers of this 
Society, the homage of my profound respect and gratitude, 
for the unexpected honour at this time conferred upon me." 

The General and his son then visited the Academy of Arts, 
and some other apartments of the Institution, when he re- 
turned to the carriage, and was escorted to his lodgings, not 
by a troop of horse, but by the People. 
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In the evening the General gaye a dinner to (Gapt, Rogers, 
and the Naval Officers on this stfctiofc ; after which h^ rode 
out and Wade several c*lls. • • 

On Thursday the General rec^iyed visits as usual. 

On Friday, ^t; eight; o'clcj(5fc in the morning, he lefttfee 
city of New-York, for Bostop; under the following 

; • ESCORT: > . 

The Hussars of the Second Regiment. 

Carriage containing General LaJFayette a§d Suite* 
. Carriages pontainipg the Committee- and Members trf the 
Common Council, and JVlajor-general Morton tod Suite: ' 
- Brigadier-general Benedict, commanding First Brigade of 
Artillery, and Staff, mounted. 

Field Officers of Artillery, mounted; 

General Officers of Infantry and Stags, mounted. 

Officers of Infantry, mounted. 
ESCORT. 

The Hussars of the 14th Regiment*. 

Strangers and Citizens, mounted. . ■ , 

^ \ ,<! L . ESCORT^^— ^~~ :. ~- 

* The First Regiment of Horse Artillery, commanded by 

Cjotond-Arcularius* 

The Escort was met, and Salute fired, at Harlseja, by the 
Light Artillery of the Third Regiment •„ • ; „; '.■ . 

Colonel Arcularius, with his Regiment, continued the ^Es- 
cort, and fired a Salute at Putnam's HUt, in theSt^J^of 
Connecticut 

, - - » * * 
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